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to in a review like the present. As a work of reference and as a guide to the 
literature of the subject, it will be especially useful to geologists, and it is a 
volume of which account must be taken by all who are interested in those ulti- 
mate causes of earth changes which lie hidden behind the observed phenomena. 

William Herbert Hobbs. 

Aeronautische Meteorologie. Von Dr. Franz Linke. I. Teil: viii and 

133 pp. Mit 43 Textabbildungen und 8 Tabellen. M. 3. II. Teil: viii and 

126 pp. Mit 37 Textabbildungen und 7 farbigen Tafeln. M. 3,50. Verlag 

von Franz Benjamin Auffarth, Frankfurt a. M., 191 1. o"4 x6 each. 

These volumes were written as a meteorological text book for air navigators 

whether traveling by free balloon or one of the various types of dirigibles. 

The important influence of the air conditions upon such flights created a demand 

for an explanatory work dealing, as simply as possible, with the science of 

meteorology and the instruments and methods used in observational work, with 

a special view to the needs of air travelers. The work has already been highly 

approved in Germany for its practicability in the hands of aeronauts. 

MATHEMATICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Hydrographic Surveying: Elementary. For Beginners, Seamen and Others. 
By Commander Stuart. V.S.C. Messum. xiv and 504 pp. Maps, illustrations, 
appendices and index. Charles Griffin & Co., Ltd., 1010. $3.75. 8 x s}4- 
In the preface the author says that this book is intended as a guide to all 
those whose duty it is intelligently and correctly to report to the proper authori- 
ties the changes that are occurring in the harbors and rivers and to those who 
wish to carry out some original work. Part I describes the instruments used 
for the work, and, in this section, the book does not differ materially from other 
books on surveying. Part II has three brief chapters and discusses the essential 
and usual appurtenances of a map. This includes the description of two pro- 
jections, the gnomonic and the Mercator, scale and legend. This is the weakest 
portion of the book, partly from the manner of presentation and partly because 
the application of the material, which is limited wholly to the needs of the work, 
is not evident at this point. The third part is headed Practical Construction 
and is the main portion of the text. Here is described the process of surveying 
by triangulation, the fixing of the coast line, the surveying of a river-mouth, 
sounding and locating shoals. This is illustrated by many examples and a 
number of plates are inserted to show the different stages of the work. An 
extensive list of appendices furnish additional information for the student. The 
book is intended for beginners but the text matter pre-supposes a knowledge of 
plane and spherical trigonometry. R. M. Brown. 

GENERAL 

The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea. Travel and Trade in the Indian 
Ocean, by a Merchant of the First Century. Translated from the Greek and 
Annotated by Wilfred H. Schoff, A.M., Secretary of the Commercial Museum, 
Philadelphia. 323 pp'. Maps, ills, and index. Longmans, Green & Co., New 
York, 1912. $2. 6x9^. 

In the "Foreword" with which Dr. W. P. Wilson introduces Mr. Schoff's 
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volume he informs us that "When the history of commerce from its earliest 
dawn to its pre:ent tremendous international proportions shall be carefully 
written, the Periplus will furnish a most interesting part of such early history, 
and the Commercial Museum will not have to apologize for rescuing this work 
from obscurity and presenting it to the general public." These sentiments, and 
the grammar in which they are expressed, will prepare the reader for a 
genuinely up-to-date treatment of a work which has hitherto been known only to 
scholars. Accordingly we find, on one of the earliest pages, that the title of a 
modern Greek commentary has been transliterated into characters which make it 
resemble Bantu, and that the famous port of Myoshormos appears as "Mussel 
Harbor" which will agreeably recall summer holidays on the coast of Maine. 
We are almost surprised not to find Atlantic City in the list of settlements on 
the East Coast of Africa and are inclined to reproach the Editor for leaving the 
name of Philadelphia in its Hellenic crudity on the title-page. 

The historical introduction of 16 pages is followed by a bibliography in 
which the several editions of Vincent's great work are hopelessly confused, 
though the author praises them in generous terms. The translation occupies 28 
pages, after which there are 245 pages of notes and a full index. 

To produce a readable English version should not be hard for a student who 
has at his disposal translations in English, German, Italian, and Latin to aid 
him in interpreting the crabbed Greek of the anonymous author. Mr. Schoff 
follows the original fairly closely, though without that respect for the finesse of 
Greek Grammar which a rigorous examiner would demand in the schools. He 
uses Miiller's text with occasional emendations from Fabricius, but as he does 
not state precisely where these emendations occur he is protected from any 
criticism of his renderings by those who do not happen to possess both editions. 

The principal value of Mr. Schoff's work is in the notes, which evince 
industrious and wide reading. It is inexcusable, however, that he should have 
neglected the opportunities which were at his very door in Philadelphia for 
studying the history and archasology of Egypt and Nubia. To speak of Nubia 
as having been "a center of culture and prosperity under the Byzantine Empire" 
is making history in a very new and undesirable sense. Again, the facile touch 
with which he treats African ethnology will hardly impress those who have 
devoted any study to the subject, and archaeologists will do well to skip the 
notes on such subjects as iron, bronze and glass. But when discussing the history 
of plants and manufactures Mr. Schoff is evidently on more familiar ground, 
and these parts of his book will be read with much interest. We owe him also 
some gratitude for collecting in an available form so many identifications of 
places and peoples from authors whose works, unlike the Periplus itself, are not 
in every well-equipped library. David Randall-MacIver. 

Journals and Reminiscences of James Douglas, M.D. Edited by 
his Son. 254 pp. and ills. Privately printed, New York, 1 910. 9x6. 
A sketch of the life of an unusual man who came in with the nineteenth 
century and lived till its eighty-sixth year. Born in England, Dr. Douglas 
made an eventful whaling voyage to Spitzbergen in 1818, later spent a year in 
India, was in medical charge of an ill-fated colonizing experiment in Honduras, 
lived for a short time at Utica, New York, where he married, and spent the 
larger part of his life in Quebec, where he died. A man of large experience, 
wide travel and acute observation, his book contains many graphic word 



